634

The Plant Kingdom

Heterobasidiomycetes

The Heterobasidiomycetes include those forms in which the
basidium is septate. There are two types of such basidia: one in
which the septa are longitudinal so that, typically, the basidium is
divided into four cells which are more or less parallel (Fig. 746),
and another in which the septa are transverse so that the basidium
is divided into a row of four cells (Fig, 746).
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Basidiomycetes with longitudinal septate basidia arc included in
one order, the Tremellales, Those with transverse septate basidia
are divided into three orders: the Auri(%fariale8t the Undinotes,
and the UstHaginaks.
Tremellales
The best-known of the Fremeillalea are the trembling fungi of the genus
Tremetta (Fig. 747). These grow on decaying wood and form irregularly-
shaped fruit bodies which, when moist, have a gelatinous consistency.
They are variously colored and have a somewhat translucent appearance.
In the Tremelldea there is a series from very simple forms to those which,
like Tremetla, have definite fruit bodies, The basidium is always longitudi-
nally septate, and typically bears four spores (Fig, 748),